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President’s Message 
By George Tavoulareas, P.E.
      President
      gltpe@msn.com

Several  months  ago  engineers  from  our  Chapter  visited  and 
spoke to sixty engineering students at the City College of New 
York  (CCNY).   Members  from  our  chapter  discussed  the 
importance of engineering and licensure.  Zahid Kahn, a senior 
mechanical engineering student at CCNY and a Queens resident 
has formed a NSPE Chapter at CCNY and the inauguration of the 
Chapter will be held at the CCNY, Faculty Dining room, located at 
the North Academic Center Building (NAC Building) 2/104, 160 
Convent Ave on October 27, 2011 at 12 pm. If you are able to 
attend,  please  let  me  know.   Food  and  refreshments  will  be 
served. 

On September 23,  2011 Gov.  Andrew Cuomo signed into  law 
A4581/S2987.   This  law  creates  a  new  type  of  design 
professional  service  corporation  in  New  York  State.   Under 
current  NYS  law,  a  professional  corporation  practicing 
engineering  in  New  York  State  must  be  owned  100%  by 
professional engineers unless you are one of the grandfathered 
Incs.  Under this change in the law, non licensed professionals 
can own a stake in the corporation  provided that greater than 
75% of the voting  shares of the corporation shall be owned by 
design professionals  and greater than 75% of the  directors  and 
officers  shall  be  design professionals. This law also affects the 
architects,  land  surveyors  and  landscape  architects.   You  can 
read  this  law  by  going  to: 
http://open.nysenate.gov/legislation/bill/S2987-2011
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Immediate Past Presidents

Chris Petallides, 
P.E.

2008/2010
2004/2005
1998/2000
(718) 961-4342

Brian Flynn
P.E.

2006/2008
(718) 707-0416

John Zurita, 
P.E.

2002/2003
(718) 756-0320

Sal Galletta, 
P.E.

2000/2002
(212) 788-8199

Joel Miele, Jr., 
P.E.

1996/1998
(718) 894-2222

Chris Sideris, 
P.E.

1994/1996
(718) 224-9091

Robert Lo Pinto, 
P.E.

1990/1992
(718) 746-7122

Directors 2008-2010

Gregory Georges, PE (718) 274-4800
Mike Karantinidis, 
P.E, (718) 482-0800

John Kepertis, P.E. (718) 343-6989
Saeed Ainechi, P.E. (718) 544-7878
Issam Aburafeh, P.E. (718) 276-9200

Directors 2008-2009
James Manoussoff, 
P.E.
Bernard Haber,P.E. (718) 224 2146
Eliot Shapiro, P.E. (516) 791-2300 
Xenophon Caviris, 
P.E. (516) 752-1687

Peter Boudouvas, 
P.E. (212) 594-4340

Robert Weiner, P.E.

In  order  to  speed  up  the  building  approval  process  and  cut 
through the bureaucratic red tape, inefficiencies, etc New York 
City Mayor Mike Bloomberg and Dept. of Building’s Commissioner 
Robert LiMandri  on Oct.  23, 2011 announced the formation of 
the  NYC  Developmental  Hub,  a “state-of-the-art  plan  review 
center  that  will  accelerate  the  construction  approval  process 
throughout  the  City.   “Equipped with  large  television  screens, 
smart boards, webcams and desktop computer tablets, the Hub 
allows the submission of  digital  construction plans and virtual 
plan reviews by multiple City agencies – eliminating the use of 
paper for the first time in New York City history” according to 
Bloomberg.   The  HUB  will  allow  you  to  file  your  documents 
electronically and discuss your project with multiple city agencies 
from your office and in real time.  No more going down to the 
borough office to meet with a plan examiner and wasting hours 
of your time.  On the surface it seems like a good idea.  Make no 
mistake about it, this is a bold, forward thinking and innovative 
approach by the City to move projects forward.   Hopefully it can 
only get better with the HUB.  They are trying and we are here to 
help them if they wish.  To learn more about the Hub, go to:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/html/home/home.shtml

The NYSSPE Fall  Conference is  scheduled for  Nov.  4,  2011 in 
Albany.  You can read more about the conference by going to:
http://www.cvent.com/events/nysspe-2011-fall-professional-development-
conference/event-summary-0632d3ecdfbc4568afe9295fdbc5ea8e.aspx

Rudi  Sherbanski,  PE and the five NYC chapters  are holding a 
special inspections seminar with the NYC Dept. of Buildings.  If 
you perform special inspections you don’t want to miss it.  You 
can register for the seminar at: 
 http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9Z833S3

I look forward to seeing you at our meeting this Thursday 
at 6:15pm.
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SPONSOR INFORMATION  
$20 p/person   $45- non NSPE members

Wendy Ordemann

Causes, Control and Prevention of Efflorescence – Efflorescence, that white 
powdery substance that often appears on brick walls, can be controlled and 
eliminated.  Specific  areas  included  in  this  presentation  are:  identifying 
materials that are likely and less than likely to contribute to efflorescence; 
assessing the impact  of details and construction methods on efflorescence 
potential  during  project  design;  assessing  the  contribution  of  non-
construction conditions affecting efflorescence development; and suggested 
procedures for removing and preventing the recurrence of efflorescence. * 1 
AIA/CES, HSW Credit

NYC RULES PAGE
There is a proposed rule to modify the house/site connections to the NYC sewer 
system.  You can read and comment on the proposed rule at:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycrules/html/proposed/proposed.shtml

Mentors Needed
Help Shape the Next Generation of Engineers 

The National Engineer’s Week Future City Competition is currently seeking Engineer 
Mentors for middle school students. Mentors will help students with their research on 
designing a city of the future. Students will be trying to incorporate engineering 
practices into the design of their city to; ease traffic, reduce pollution, provide clean 
water, provide power, improve health and have overall a well planned successful city. 
Mentors will visit the school periodically and work with students from October to 
January. Interested Engineers can register to help at http://futurecity.org/signup/mentor 
or find out more details at www.futurecity.org. In NY State, programs are available in the 
New York City, Albany and Buffalo regions

Free Ethics Courses
NSPE Helps Members Meet New Requirement 

The NYS Education Department recently updated the continuing education regulations 
for professional engineers to require 1 PDH per triennial registration period in the area 
of ethics. NSPE offers several free webinars on ethics, click HERE to view them. 

Visit the NSPE Website for all other Web Seminar Listings.

Also, visit www.nysspe.org for information on our upcoming Fall Professional 
Development Conference and other continuing education opportunities

Link of the Month
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/pictures-of-flooding-damage-in-irenes-wake-2011-08-28# 
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June 7, 201 1

Hon Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor, City ofNew York
City Hall Park
New York, NY 10007

Re: Deparhrent of Buildings - Acting Deputy Borough Commissioner, Brooklyn

Dear Mayor Bloomberg:

I am writing in my capacity as President of AIA New York State, comprised of 6,600
architects, nearly half of whom are located in the City ofNew York. It has come to our
attention that the recently appointed Brooklyn Acting Deputy Commissioner at the
Department of Buildings (Mr. Frank Marchiano) is not a member of the licensed design
profession.

As has been the case in the past as well as with other current DOB Borough
Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners, such individuals have been either a licensed
architect or engineer. Since these positions require the interaction with licensed
professionals regarding interpretations of the New York City Building Codes as they
affect the health, safely and welfare of residents, such individuals must be licensed design
professionals. As a matter of fact, the qualification requirements for the position in
question calls for tlre 'oPossession of a valid New York State Professional Engineeros
License or valid New York State Registration as an Architect."

Accordingly, since Mr. Marchiano does not possess the requirements for the position, I
urge you to remove him as Acting Deputy Borough Commissioner of Brooklyn, and to
fill the position with a licensed design professional. Thank you in advance for your
assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

*t/rL/
David Businelli, AIA
President

Cc: Michael Cardozo, Corporation Counsel
Robert Li Mandri, Commissioner Deparhrent of Buildings

















Exit this notification 

********** October 28, 2011 - Polytechnic Institute Lecture Series **********
 

DOB Presentation: Guidelines to Registering a Special Inspections Agency in NYC

 
Date: Friday, October 28th, 2011.

Location: Pfizer Lecture Hall - Polytechnic Institute - 
Six MetroTech Center; Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Tel: 718.260.3600

Time: 1:30 PM - Networking & Refreshments.

2:00 PM - Lecture will begin promptly.

ATTENDANCE COST: Free for Students. $25 for NSPE Members, $45 for non-members*

To RSVP your attendance and reserve your seats in the boxes below:
Presentation by: NYC Department of Buildings.
Speakers: Alan Price P.E., Director, OTCR.
Dawn Davidson, Project Manager.

Program: The presentation will inform the professional design community of the Special
Inspector and Special Inspection Agency Rule requirements, and provide useful
information regarding the upcoming registration program. The Department will highlight
the technical changes and how it will impact the filing process. Mr. Price will cover the
technical overview of the presentation which will involve the applicability of the rule
requirements and Ms. Davidson will present a PowerPoint demonstration of the online
registration application, submission requirements, and supporting documents.

Special Inspection Agencies are required to register with the Department of Buildings.
Agencies may register as one of three classes depending on the scope of work. Recent
amendments to the rule include that each agency maintain insurance, and accreditation
for Class 1 Special Inspection Agencies.

Topics include: Review of Special Inspections; Overview of the Special Inspections Rule; Recent amendments to the Rule; Qualification Requirements for Special Inspections; and
How to Register Online. The Department of Buildings will provide an overview of the following: 

i. General Overview for Special Inspections 

ii. Upcoming ammendments to the Special Inspection Rule (1 RCNY §101-06) 

iii. Review of Building Code Chapter 17 (Special Inspection)

iv. Timeline for Compliance 

v. Registration process for special inspection agencies.
This training session has been approved by the Practicing Institute of Engineering, Inc (PIE) for compliance with NYS Mandatory Continuing Education requirements for Professional
Engineers for 2 PDH(s). Certificates of Course Completion will be issued upon completion of the seminar.

Admission for students is free. All other member or non-member payments shall be collected at the door at the beginning of the event, by cash or check payable to NYSSPE - PEC.
For further information on schedule, registration and/or for ticket purchase, contact Rudi Sherbansky P.E. - PE's in Construction Practice Division @ (347) 635-5090 or
mailrudi@yahoo.com



Professional Services Directory
The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility 
for these advertisers products or services.

Miles Fisher, P.E.
Fire and Building Code Services, Inc.
10 East Merrick Road, Suite 308
Valley Stream, New York 11580

Tel: 516-256-7780, Ext. 201
Fax: 516-256-7783
Cell: 516-779-7295

E-mail: miles@firecodeservices.com
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility 
for these advertisers products or services.
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility 
for these advertisers products or services.

Your Card Here Your 
Company or Product 

Here
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Sponsors
The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility 
for these advertisers products or services.

Material Engineering and Services
Please Patronize Our Sponsors

Attention Sponsors/ Advertisers: If you would like your card updated please contact the 
editor.  Cards can be dropped off at the next meeting, mailed, faxed, scanned and 
emailed or text can be substituted in lieu of a card.
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