Queens
New York State Society

The Drawingboard

af Professional Engineers

. : )

In This Issue President’s Message
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» Fire Alarm Inspections gltpe@msn.com
* NYSSPE Fall

gs;l/?elcr)grr]r;:nt I would like to start this month’s President’s message with a
. NYCDEP Industry question. How valuable is your professional engineering license?

O Make no mistake about it. It's extremely valuable and many non

PEs know it. Do you know that there are people out there who
would lie, deceive and steal in order to have and use your
license? There are people in today’s society impersonating
professional engineers and other licensed design professionals in
order to make a profit. I spoke to a home owner several days

: ago who needed some A/E design services for a building project.
?;V‘);ﬁfafe'a& bE ?;f;‘)dggzmz After signing a contract with this imposter for A/E design services
1st Vice Pres. @nd paying him thousands of dollars, the homeowner later
(718) 956-3488 learned that the imposter was not a licensed design professional
Jose Velasquez, P.E. (T;‘fg;‘gzegmﬂ but was using a licensed design professional to stamp the

drawings and file them with the Building Department. After doing

some research I was able to ascertain that this imposter is a DOB
expeditor with many jobs at the building department. I have
been told this expeditor has been filing drawings and using a
rubberstamper for years. As you know rubber stamping and

* Borough Engineer

Board of Directors

John Sgouros, P.E.

Secretary providing a/e services by non licensed entities is against State
Tony Paclo law and we as Engineers need to understand the value and
Editor/Publisher importance of our license. We also need to understand that
Tony DiRuggiero there are individuals out there who are tarnishing our image and

WWW.nspequeens.orc giving us a bad name by performing these iIIega_I activities_. The
state bestows a major trust upon us when they issue our license

and in turn we are obligated to protect the health and safety of
the public. This rubberstamper is a disgrace to the profession
and should be punished severely. The imposter should lose his

expediting privilege and go to jail for fraud. This matter has
been referred to the NYS Education Department for action and if
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Immediate Past Presidents

g (2701086)/27%(;8_0416 On September 27, 2010 past presidents’ Bob LoPinto, Brian

o 2008/2010 Flynn and I attended a NYC Department of Environmental

Chris Petallides, 2004/2005 Protection (DEP) meeting with Commissioner Cas Holloway. We
PE. 1998/2000

(718) 961-4342

you know of other similar cases please let me know or refer it to
the NYS Education Dept. Our reputation is at stake.

were informed by DEP’s Deputy Commissioner, James Roberts,
PE that DEP will be making major changes to their house

John Zurita, 2002/2003

PE. (718) 756-0320  connection (HCP) and site connection (SCP) application and

Sal Galletta, 2000/2002 procedures in the coming months. According to Commissioner
ii'] Miele. Jt. (1291926)/]798985;8199 Roberts, these application guidelines will be the first to be

PE. T (718) 8942222 updated and modified to be more user friendly and will be web
Chris Sideris, 1994/1996 based. I refer you to the DEP’s website where you can read the
%ft-)m Lo Pinte (179{)%)/1292;29091 proposed draft and complete their online survey. Tell DEP what
PE. ’ (718)746-7122  You think about the new procedure by completing their survey.

On October 12, 2010 the Chapter sponsored a lecture with Tim
Lynch, PE, Director of the Forensic Unit for the NYC Dept. of
Buildings. Mr. Lynch’s topic was building in a dense urban

environment and the lecture was well attended with sixty
engineers and architects. Mr. Lynch in his true form showed how
Directors 2008-2010 through web based applications his unit can determine the

conditions of a site a hundred years ago.
(718) 274-4800

Gregory Georges, PE
Mike Karantinidis, 718) 482-0800 . -y . . :
PE, (le)asee Rudi Sherbanski’s, President of the PEs in Construction

John Kepertis, P.E.
Saeed Ainechi, P.E.
Issam Aburafeh, P.E.

(718) 343-6989 Division special inspection seminar at NYC Tech attracted more

(718) 276.9900 than one hundred engineers and architects. Rudi was able to
sign up twenty-four new members to the society, congratulations
Rudi on a job well done. The previous DOB special inspection rule
change I discussed in last month’s edition has not been adopted

and according to the DOB, another amendment, yes another
amendment will be proposed within the next month clarifying the
Directors 2008-2009 previous requirements for special inspections. Our previous

James ManoussofT, letters to DOB has had an impact.
PE.

Bernard Haber,P.E.

Eliot Shapiro, P.E.
Xenophon Caviris,

(718) 2242146 The Queens Borough President, Helen Marshall is seeking a
(516)791-2300 hrofessional engineer to fill Tom Campagna’s position as Chief
(516) 752-1687 Engineer. I knew Tom for close to fifteen years and Tom was

PE.
Bt SR, 212 594.4340 respected by his peers. Tom passed away late last year. The RFP
PE. (212) 594- has been issued and it can be obtained at the Borough

Robert Weiner, P.E. President’s office in Queens. Proposers must pick up the RFP

between 10am-4pm, Monday October 25, 2010 through Friday,
November 19, 2010, at the Office of the Queens Borough
President, 120-55 Queens Boulevard, Room 250, Kew Gardens,
NY 11424; Pat Horan, telephone: 718-286-2660.
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November 2, 2010 is Election day. I urge all our members to
participate, participate, and get involved. In order for our
elected officials to respect us, we need to show them that we are
involved in the political process. Go and vote and let your voice
be heard.

I look forward to seeing you at our next general membership
meeting on October 28, 2010 at Ft.Totten; 6:30pm.

Next Meeting

The next general membership meeting will be held on Thursday,
October 28 at 6:30PM

Tonight's dinner is courtesy of Kenneth Schmitt V.P. Exterior
Wall Products LTD and there is no charge for NSPE Queens
members

There is a $15 charge for NSPE members and a $25 charge for
non NSPE members.
One continuing education credit for engineers and architects.

The presentation is: “"Designing and Detailing Masonry Wall
Systems” topics will include:
- Wire Reinforcement for CMU Veneer Walls,

Seismic and Wind Load Requirements,
Anchor Systems,
Expansion and Control Joints Placement and Spacing,
Flashing, Drip Plates and the Effects of Moisture,
Weep Holes and Vents, and
Why Masonry Fails

Fire Alarm Inspections and the Letter of
Defect:

By: George Tavoulareas, PE

The New York City Fire Department, FDNY has announced
that they will no longer accept Self-Certification of Fire Alarm
Letters of Defect as of December 31, 2010. This means that
a re-inspection must be scheduled with FDNY to resolve
Letter of Defect issues within 90 days of the original
inspection. The average lead time for a FDNY inspection
(regular time) is 3-4 months. This will extend the time
required for TCO/C of O approval on a new building.
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NYSSPE Fall Development Conference

Additional Information: www.nysspe.org

November 12-13, 2010: NYSSPE Fall Professional Development
Conference

Up to 5 PHDs

Location: Holiday Inn, 205 Wolf Rd., Albany, NY 12205 (MAP)
Room Rate: $124.00 - 1-800-Holiday or www.hialbanywolf.com,
room reservation due by Oct. 10th

To register and for more information please click HERE
Friday, November 12, 2010

8:30am - 4:00pm Seminar offered

3:00pm-4:00pm PIE Evaluator Refresher Training

4:00pm - 6:00pm NYSSPE Committee/Task Force Meetings
6:30pm-10:00pm Reception and Dinner

Saturday, November 13, 2010

8:30am-10:00am Nominating Committee Meeting
8:30am-10:00am The Foundation for Engineering Education (FEE)
Meeting

8:30am-10:00am Practice Division Meetings

10:15am-1:00pm Board of Directors Meeting

Meeting Sponsorship Opportunities available: Click HERE for more
information

All sponsors will be listed on the meeting announcement, on our
website, posted at the meeting and published in the New York
Professional Engineer.
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Environmental
Protection

Caswell F. Holloway
Commissioner

James J. Roberts, P.E.
Deputy Commissioner
Bureau of Water and
Sewer Operations
[roberts@dep.nyc.gov

58-17 Junction Boulevard
Flushing, NY 11373

October 1. 2010

George Tavoulareas
NYSSPE - Queens Chapters

Carden GitesN¥athsdy

RE: Long-term Plan to Improve Customer Service
Dear George Tavoulareas:

The Department of Environmental Protection ( DEP) has begun an agency
wide initiative to improve customer service. Initial efforts are focusing on the
review and processing of Engineerin g Approvals, starting with the Regular
House Connection Proposal (HCP) and Site Connection Proposal (SCP)
Application Guidelines.

As part of this initiative, we invite you to take part in an industry outreach
effort regarding proposed revisions to its Regular House Connection Proposal
(HCP) and Site Connection Proposal (SCP) Application Guidelines by taking
our online survey. You have been selected to participate in this important
undertaking because you or your firm has submitted an HCP or SCP in the last
five years, or you represent an industry group that is one of our key
stakeholders. The revised draft application guidelines are designed to make the
HCP and SCP application process clearer and more transparent with the goal of
making the entire process more user friendly and efficient. Your professional

Jeedback is critical to make this initiative a success.

To access the online survey and download the draft revised guidelines, click on
the “HCP/SCP Outreach™ button on the DEP Water and Sewer Forms
webpage. Follow these instructions to access the DEP Water and Sewer Form
webpage:
- Go to the DEP website at www.nye.gov/dep,
= Click the “Forms and Permits™ link from the list in the left-hand
column,
= From the drop-down menu under “Forms and Permits.” Click on the
“Water and Sewer Forms™ link.
We also encourage you to familiarize yourself with the new layout of the DEP
Water and Sewer Forms page, as the placement of applications and guidance
materials has changed. In addition. a number of new guidance materials,
marked “NEW™!, are available. The online survey will be available until

- November 5", 2010.



Following the close of the comment period, you will be invited to attend a DEP
meeting to be held in each of the five boroughs (Please check the DEP Water
and Sewer Forms webpage for dates, times and locations). The purpose of
these meetings will be to respond to the comments we have received and to
inform the final HCP and SCP Application Guidelines.

If you have any questions or concerns about this HCP and SCP outreach effort,
please contact Caroline F orger at cforger@dep.nyc.gov or 718-595-3237.

Thank you in advance for helping us to improve our Engineering Approvals.

Sincerely,

James J. Roberts, P.E.
Deputy Commissioner
Bureau of Water and
Sewer Operations



HELEN M. MARSHALL
PRESIDENT

(718) 286-3000
web site: www.queensbp.org
e-mail: info@queensbp.org

CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE

PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS
120-55 QUEENS BOULEVARD
KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11424-1015

PUBLIC NOTICE:

The Office of the Queens Borough President intends to issue an RFP for Engineer - Consultant for
the Queens Borough President’s Office. It is anticipated that the term of the contract awarded from
this RFP will be from January 30, 2011 through January 29, 2012. The contract may include three
one-year options to renew. The Office of the Queens Borough President reserves the right, prior to
contract award, to determine the length of the initial contract term and each option to renew, if any.
It is anticipated that the available annual funding for the contract awarded from this RFP is
approximately $50,000 to $95,000. However, the actual amount to be encumbered for the contract
may be substantially less. This is dependent upon the agency’s budget allocations and projections.
Final amount will be determined at the time of award of the contract. Greater consideration will be
given to proposers that propose more competitive prices in combination with a high quality program.

The RFP can be picked up between 10am — 4pm

Queens Borough President’s Office

120-55 Queens Blvd., Room 250

Kew Gardens, NY 11424.

Tel: 718-286-2660

Monday, October 25, 2010 through Friday, November 19, 2010

Bids must be returned by 4pm, Monday, November 22, 2010.

For more information, please contact Pat Horan at the Queens Borough President’s Office, 120-55
Queens Blvd., Room 250, Kew Gardens, NY 11424. Tel: 718-286-2660, Fax: 718-286-2647 or email
at phoran@queensbp.org
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Professional Services Directory

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their

respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.

SHAPIRO ENGINEERING, P.C.

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING ¢ ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORY

ELLIOT J. SHAPIRO, P.E.

Miles Fisher, P.E. Chairman, Board of Directors
ROBERT A. LO PINTO, P.E.
Fire and Building Code Services, Inc. President
10 East Merrick Road. Suite 308 181 SOUTH FRANKLIN AVE., SUITE 305
Valley Stream. New Y’OI'k 11580 VALLEY STREAM, NEW YORK 11581-1101
Tel: 516-256-7780. Ext. 201 516 791-2300 (FAX) 516 791-0782
g?;l 551166_%7269-77;8935 Email: shapircencineers@worldnet.att.net

E-mail: miles@firecodeservices.com
(718) 274-4800

IssaM M. ABOURAFEH, P.E.

FAX (718) 274-4849 PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER
A ——— Y7/
VALUE ENGINEERING
Consulting, P.C. ,
bngmcers and l)(‘!&lﬂﬂt"l‘s ARCHITECTS ENGINEERS PLANNERS
CROSS ISLAND PLAZA
1 33-23 BROOKVILLE BLvD,, SUITE 208B
GREGORY G GEORGES, PE 30405 30th AVENUI ROSEDALE, NY 11422
PRESIDENT LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11102

EMAIL: IsBaM@macarcHmecTs.com TEL (718) 2769200
FAx (718) 2760722

Instant Micrqﬁfm Associates Inc

SIDERIS ENGINEERS P.C.
*Microfilming*Copies of Plans* Consulting Engineers
"PC Filing"DOB Forms™Typing 217-22 Northern Boulevard
*Notary*Facsimiles*St Obstruction Bonds* B de. N. York 113671
*Engineering & Architectural Services* aysiae, New ror

Tel 718-224-9097 Fax 718-224-9743

123-23 82 Avenue Kew Gardens NY 11415 , ., . .
Chris M. Sideris, P.E. Filolaos T. Keralas, P.E.
Tel: 718 268 8600 Fox: 718 793-5247 T.C. Sideris, P.E. (1923-2005)
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility

for these advertisers products or services.

Tel: 718-544-5105 Fax: 718-544-0031

JOSEPH HOROWITZ

Professional Engineer

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT MANAGEMENT

T76-06 137™ Street
Flushing, NY 11367

ARA Consuling Enginears, RG.

SAM S.AINECHI, M.S,, P.E.

Licensed Professional Engineer

125-10 Queens Blvd.
Suite 318, Silver Towers
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Tel. 718-544-7878
Fax: 718-544-7884

Chris Petallides, P.E., N.S.P.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER

TEL: 718 961 4342
FAX: 718 321 3929
EMAIL: PetallidesPE @aol.com

47-15 Marathon Pkwy.
Little Neck Hills, N.Y. 11362

Tel/Fax: (718) 323-0754
Cel: (9171 BEL2-695 7
E-Mail: JAVBINTGRO@AOL.COM

130-08 122nd, Street 2nd FI.
South Ozone Park, NY 11420

Jose A. Velasquez, P.€
Master of Civil Engineering
Master of Economics
New York State Licensed Professional Engineer

+ Consultant + Permits & Alterations
* Building Inspections * Structural Design
« Certificates of Occupancy + Legalizations

= Engineering Reports » Removal of Violations

N.Y.8. P.E. License # 069956
Cell (347) 526-6058

Brian E. Flynn
Professional Engineer
Home & Building Inspections

Pheone (718) 804-7822
Fax: (718) 894-7833

78-66 79th Placas
BEFIynnPE@aol.com

Glendale, NY 11385

HERMES /Hephaistos

Manufacturer of c-joists,
metal studs ¢ accessories

A Divtaion af Weshatstos Building Suppltes

Tel: (718) 482-0800
Fax: {718) 482-0581
Michas! Karantinidis P.E.
President

Warehouse: 24-02 37th Avenue
Astoria, NY 11101
Office: 34-01 Breoadway
Astoria, NY 11106

INTERNATIONAL GEOTECENICAL/STRUCTURAL
LABORATORIES INC.

www.internationalgeo.com

GrorecaNtcal. & ExvironmENTAL TESTING

MICHALEL KARANTINIDIS, P.E.
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

OFFICE: 31-87 J4TH STRIELT, ASTORIA, NY 11103
TEI: {718) 726-1527 FAX: (718) 95¢-0274
info@internutivnalesw.com

SIDDIQUE ENGINEERING, P.C.
Prafessional Engineering Services

MAHATAB ALAM SIDDIQUE, P.E., N.S.P.E

@ Legalizations

e Engincering Reports
e MEP Consulting Services @ Removal of Violations
e Engineering Cost Estimate @ Permits & Alternations
e Stcam Piping Stress Analysis @ Certificate of Occupancy
® Shop Drawings/Piping & Sheet Metal

Tel: (718) 737-4501, Fax: (718) 657-2447 140-23 Queens Boulevard
MSIDD43390@A0L.COM Jamaica, New York 11435

(= =\ National Saciety of
&/ ~/ Frofessional Engineers®
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.

¥

Building Asbestos Inspections

RAO rwe

Asbestos Investigator

80-50, 252nd Street
Bellerose, NY 11426

917-282-9223
718-343-2758
raoinspections@hotmail.com

Z.S. ENGINEERING, P.C.

99 TULIP AVENUE ZYGMUNT STASZEWSKI, PE, FSFPE
FLORAL FARK, NY 11001 PRESIDENT
PHONE: (516) 328-3200 WY LICENSE =63367
FAX: {516) 328-6195 CT LICENSE =17587
E-MAIL: staszewski@zsengineering.com NICET

Office of Richard Berkenfeld
consulting engineers

richard g. berkenfeld, p.e.
principal

(516) 487-0414
fax (516) 487-0417

175 great neck road
great neck, n.y. 11021

e e -
S s AT S PNERSER R o XS TR APLY

John Zurita, PE
Asbestos Investigator
(917) 292-7263
(71B)428-2467
jzurita@verizon.net

Building Department
ASBESTOS INSPECTIONS
53-31 210th Street

Bayside, NY 11364
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Sponsors

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.

Material Engineering and Services

Please Patronize Our Sponsors

~
i 540 Adam Baker
Ulster Landing Sales
Road,
i % Kingston
=N Now Yock
when it really matters Nt
A : PURVEYORS
foi t
Homeys at Low Telephone g%%léﬁ-lr'ry
L’Abbate, Balkan, (845) 336-8830
Colavita & Contini, Facsimile | PRECAST | COTCRETE
LLP i (845) 336-8962 | INCORPORATED | & Standard Fabrication
vprecast@worldnet.att.net
B , 1h @world .
Martin A. Schwartzberg
Partner T
1001 Franklin Avenue O R
BlarsyYsCORP.
New York 11530
WILLIAM MCSHANE, PE, LEED AP
l‘?lﬁ_t'n&“«n GENERAL MANAGER
|1;=J(,\5f}::)i[:fa]ba:law com bill:meshenasEcapayei So0
www lbeclawcom
BROOKLYN NAVY YARD, BUILDING 2

63 FLUSHING AVENUE, UNIT 240, BROOKLYN, NY 11205
i 1 1E 403005 FAX 718-643-4820 WWW.COPSYSCOTp.com
Attent|0n SponsorS/ AdvertlserS: If you WOUI“._;FA%DY‘-?UDI LUl U UpPUULCU PICUDC LuUlituLL Ll 1€

editor. Cards can be dropped off at the next meeting, mailed, faxed, scanned and
emailed or text can be substituted in lieu of a card.
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