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On May 5, 2011 Engineers Chris Petallides, PE, Sal Galletta,
PE, Lou Communelli, PE, Tom Szekely, PE and Carl
Cannizzaro, PE visited City College and spoke to more than
sixty engineering students about engineering, licensure and
ethics. The students were receptive and they had many
questions for us. We all need to take some time and mentor the
leaders of tomorrow. The leaders of tomorrow are our students
•
of today. According to Sal Galletta, “Each one of us can do
something about the image of the Engineering Profession by
adhering to our core principles and code of ethics in our daily
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interactions with our colleagues, other professionals and the
George L.
President.
public in general.” We need to get involved. Thanks Sal for
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Mayor Mike Bloomberg is trying to attract to NYC another
college specializing in engineering and applied sciences.
According to an article in the NY Times, the mayor will offer
$100 million in capital and incentives such as loans, land,
infrastructure investments, etc. to a college dedicated to
engineering and the applied sciences.
Several colleges
throughout the US and abroad have showed interest in the
Mayor’s proposal. The NY Times article also stated that several
local engineering colleges have been angered by Mike’s proposal
because they feel that this capital should be redirected to the
engineering colleges that are established and currently have a
presence in NYC. This possess an interesting question. Do we
“shore up” the engineering colleges we now have or do we try
and attract another engineering college to the NYC area? The
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NY Times article is attached for your review.
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The new Dept. of Buildings special inspections amendment to
rule 1 RCNY §101-06 has been issued for comment. Our
Chapter and the state society issued letters to the NYC
Corporation Counsel and Dept. of Buildings requesting changes.
The letters are attached to this newsletter for your review.
I would like to congratulate past President Chris Petallides, PE
for being appointed to serve on Community Board 11.
Community board 11 serves Bayside, Douglaston, Little Neck,
Auburndale, East Flushing, Oakland Gardens, and Hollis Hills.
Chris previously served his community board and we wish him
well.
Our next meeting is a joint chapter meeting with the New
York Chapter of ASHRAE. I look forward to seeing you on
May 26, 2011 at 6pm. We have a lot to discuss.
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Do You Trust Engineers?
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Next General Membership Meeting
The next general membership meeting will be held on Wednesday May 26, 2011 at
6:00PM
Admission is $20 for ASHRAE and NSPE members and $35 for non-members.
Alex Weiss, P.E.; ASHRAE NY Chapter Program Chair will present:
“Residential hot water boilers, energy codes and the NYC Construction Code.
The presentation will address New York City requirements for compliance with
energy codes and the New York City Construction Code including boiler room
enclosure requirements, installation of boilers, and elements of heating systems.
ASHRAE heating load calculations, and Standard 90.1 requirements. The
requirements of a successful design and inspection will also be discussed.

Queens Chapter Engineers
Interact with CCNY
Students

by Salvatore Galletta, PE

On May 5, 2011 a group of
Engineers from the NSPE
Queens Chapter went to City
College to do a presentation to
the students. The presentation
covered licensure, ethics and
jobs/career
issues.
Tom
Szekely, PE covered licensures
while Sal Galletta, PE dealt
with
the
issues
of
ethics
and
professionalism. George Tavoulares, PE
gave the introductory remarks and also
introduced our delegation of Engineers
which
included,
Chris
Petallides, PE, Sal Galletta,
PE, Tom Szekely, PE, Carl
Cannizzaro, PE and Lou
Comunelli, PE

large student attendance of
over
60
students.
The
students were from a variety
of
disciplines
with
a
preponderance
from
electrical
and
computer
fields. All of the Engineers
participated
in
the
presentation
by
sharing
their
experience
and
accumulated wisdom. The students were
very appreciative of our efforts and judging
by the feedback we got from the students
at the conclusion of the event, we made a
noticeable impact in their lives. One student
told us that he was inspired by what we
said and was motivated to go for his P.E.
license and looked forward to being active
in the Engineering Profession once he
graduated.

Our presentation was given
during the students’ Club
Hours which are from 12.30
pm to 1.45 pm. There was a
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After the event, some of
us met with Rawlins
Beharry,
who
is
in
charge of undergraduate
student
activities.
We
discussed
our
future
involvement
with
the
school and the students.
Based on our discussion

we expect to have an on-going interaction Engineers.
Please
contact
George
with the students. To ensure that we have Tavoulares, PE at 718-352-0025 (office) if
enough Engineers to participate in this you want to join us.
effort, we ask our members to volunteer an
hour or two of their time and contribute to
the education of the next generation of
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Michael A. Cardozo, Esq.
Corporation Counsel
of the City of New York
100 Church Street
New York, New York 10007
Re: New York City Building Department - Special Inspection Agencies
June 8, 2010
Dear Mr. Cardozo;
We are in receipt of a copy of proposed amendments to rules promulgated by the New York City
Department of Buildings regarding Special Inspections dated 01/29/2010 furnished by
Constadino “Gus” Sirakis, PE, Director of Engineering Technical Affairs. The draft contains a
number of improvements which were made in response to recommendations from local and
state representatives of the New York State Society of Professional Engineers (NYSSPE).
Among the changes is increased flexibility respecting credentialing for the registration of special
inspector agencies, applicable to Class 2 and Class 3 special inspection classes. The
credentialing amendments and the Department’s decision to maintain an open dialogue
respecting other recommendations, including the potential employment of the Practicing
Institute for Engineering, Inc. (PIE) (a sister organization to NYSSPE) as an accrediting
organization, are most welcomed and appreciated.
Concomitantly, there remains one matter which we believe needs to be addressed regarding
current section 101-06 (c) (5) [proposed to be renumbered 101-06 (c) (6)], which unfortunately
seemingly has reached an impasse. The problematic language reads as follows:
([5] 6) Agency Structure. The special inspection agency shall have a full time director
who is a registered design professional in responsible charge and all special inspections shall
be performed under his or her directsupervision. The director shall not be retained by any other
agency that provides special inspection or testing services. The director shall possess relevant
experience in the inspection and testing industry and hold a management position in the
agency. The agency structure shall comply with all relevant New York State and Federal laws.
Pursuant to New York State Education Law [with the limited exception of some grandfathered
general business corporations - see NYS Education Law section 7209 (6)], general business
corporations and other general business entities, such as a limited liability companies, cannot
offer to provide or provide professional engineering services – see NYS Education Law section
6512. In short, a special inspection agency engaged in the practice of professional engineering
must possess either a Certificate of Authorization issued pursuant to NYS Education Law
section 7210 or be a professional engineer doing business as a sole proprietor. Registered
architects and authorized architectural entities can also offer to provide or provide special
inspection services, but once again with the limited exception of some grandfathered general
business corporation providing architectural services [see NYS Education Law section 7307
(4)], general business corporations and other general business entities cannot offer to provide

or provide special inspection services which constitute the practice of professional engineering
or architecture.
The language of the rule presently fails to afford adequate warning respecting the inability of
general business corporations and limited liability companies (excluding grandfathered
corporations) to offer to provide special inspection services. In fact the first sentence, with its
reference to a full time “registered design professional” in responsible charge is quite
misleading. While registered architects and architectural firms can perform special inspections,
with some exceptions, other design professionals such as landscape architects and land
surveyors cannot. Moreover and just as importantly, as noted above, except for a limited
number of grandfathered entities, under no circumstances can a general business corporation
qualify as a special inspection agency. The first sentence can easily be misconstrued to
suggest that general business corporations can qualify as Special Inspection Agencies by
having a full time registered design professional in responsible charge.
The vast majority of illegal practice cases investigated by the State Education Department and
referred to the State Board for Engineering and Land surveying involve the illegal offering of
professional engineering services by general business corporations. There is little doubt that
the language of the Rule can be substantially improved. Accordingly we recommend that
Agency Structure provision cited above be amended to read:
([5] 6) Agency Structure. [The special inspection agency shall have a full time director
who is a registered design professional in responsible charge and all special inspections shall
be performed under his or her direct supervision. The director shall not be retained by any other
agency that provides special inspection or testing services. The director shall possess relevant
experience in the inspection and testing industry and hold a management position in the
agency. The agency structure shall comply with all relevant New York State and Federal laws.]
Special inspection agencies must be authorized pursuant to New York State Law to offer
to provide professional engineering and/or architectural services. Licensed professional
engineers and registered architects who are sole proprietors acting in conformity with
this section qualify as special inspection agencies. General business corporations,
limited liability companies and other business entities cannot offer to provide
professional engineering or architectural services, except as expressly authorized by
Title VIII of the NYS Education Law ( see Education Law section 7209 (6) and section 7307
(4)), Articles 15 and 15a of the NYS Business Corporation Law, Articles XII and XIII of the
NYS Limited Liability Company Law or Article 8B of the NYS Partnership Law. Each
agency shall have a director who is a licensed professional engineer or registered
architect who shall be in responsible charge of all inspections. All special inspections
shall be performed under his or her direct supervision. The director shall not be retained
by any other agency that provides special inspections or testing services. The director
shall possess relevant experience in the inspection and testing industry and hold a
management position in the agency. The agency structure shall comply with all other
relevant New York State and Federal laws….
The foregoing draft language we believe would help to insure that only qualified entities properly
supervised by a professional engineer or registered architect are vested with authority to
perform special inspections. These inspections play a critical role in assuring the health, safety
and welfare of New York City’s residents, commuters, visitors and property owners. Every effort
should be undertaken to insure that the determinations are based on the professional judgment
of qualified inspectors unhindered by corporate pecuniary interests. We would welcome the
opportunity to discuss the proposed amendment and alternative language which made add
additional clarity.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark C. Kriss, Esq
Legislative and Legal Counsel
New York State Society of Professional Engineers
CC:

Gus Sirakus, PE, Deputy Director & Sr. Structural Engineer, NYC DOB
Alan Price, PE, Director Office of Technical Certification & Research, NYC DOB
James Colgate, Assistant Commissioner, NYC DOB
Alex Fisher, Senior Policy Advisor, NYC DOB
Kelly K. Norris, CAE, Executive Director NYSSPE & PIE
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May 9, 2011
Michael A Cardozo, Esq.
Corporation Counsel
City of New York
100 Church Street
New York, NY 10007

SUBJECT:

NYC Dept. of Buildings- Special Inspections Agencies
Amendment to Special Inspectors and Special Inspection Agencies Rule
Reference number 2011 RG002

Dear Mr. Cardozo:
Our Chapter is in support of the letter that was sent to you from the New York State Society of
Professional Engineers detailing their concerns to the proposed amendment. Although the
Department of Building’s proposed amendment has improved since it was first issued, it is still
lacking clarity, needs improvement and sections of the proposed rule are in violation of State
law. The Chapter has reviewed the proposed rule and we have the following comments:
This Chapter and the state society strongly object to the proposed agency structure of the special
inspection agency. Reference is made to page 10 where the language of the amendment does not
exclude general business corporations (Incs.) from performing special inspections. Except for a
limited number of grandfathered entities, under no circumstances can a general business
corporation qualify as a special inspection agency in New York State. This section can be easily
misconstrued to suggest that general business corporations can qualify as special inspection
agencies by having a full time registered design professional in charge. Under NY State law, a
professional engineer acting as a sole proprietor, professional corporations with a Certificate of
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Authorization and the limited grandfathered corporations are the only entities that can provide
professional engineering services in New York State. The Agency structure section of the
proposed amendment must be changed to comply with state law and discourage illegal practice.
Appendix A of the approved rule splits the Engineering professions by disciplines and violates
NY State law. New York State law does not distinguish between disciplines and permits
engineers to practice in the field of engineering in which they are competent. Appendix A and
the qualification section on Page 9 must be changed to reflect New York State law.
The New York State Board of Engineering and Land Surveying has determined that special
inspections is the practice of engineering/architecture and the Board’s letter is attached for your
reference. However, Appendix A of the proposed rule still allows plumbers (non-installer) to
approve installations performed by other plumbers on drywells, sprinklers and standpipes by
signing the TR forms. Electricians (non-installer) are also allowed to signoff and approve power
systems and fire alarm system installations performed by the installing electrician. Allowing
tradespeople to sign off on work performed by other tradespeople will endanger the safety and
welfare of the general public. The Fire Department of the City of New York stopped allowing
electrical contractors to self certify FDNY fire alarm Letter of Defects as of January 1, 2011
because the FDNY found that many electrical contractors were not performing the corrective
work and were falsifying FDNY self certification documents asserting that the repairs were done.
Furthermore, we cannot comprehend why the Building Dept. would allow “other” contractors to
sign off on contractor installations when these “other” contractors cannot obtain errors and
omissions insurance. The property owner will have no financial recourse for an approval made
by the “other” contractor as a result. Registered design professionals (registered architects and
professional engineers) according to the proposed rule will be required to carry errors and
omissions insurance and the property owner will be able to be made whole through the insurance
carrier if a registered design professional makes a mistake.
All special inspections involve the evaluation of field conditions with the approved plans and the
NYC Construction Codes. Registered design professionals are the objective third party that will
ensure compliance. Appendix A should be modified to exclude tradespeople from performing
these inspections and signing the TR-1 forms.
Page seven requires special inspection agencies to have a NYC address. This requirement will
limit the number of qualified special inspection agencies who will be able to perform special
inspections. This in turn will increase the costs of construction in the City of New York by
limiting the number of firms that can do this work and cause more hardship to an already hard hit
construction industry.
The errors and omissions requirements on page 9 is not readily available in New York state. A
reputable insurance broker has informed us that 99% of all policies are written on a claims made
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basis not occurrence base. I have attached a letter from ProSurance Redeker Group, an insurance
firm with more than 40 years of experience in the insurance industry for your review.
Please feel free to call me to discuss these issues. I can be reached at 718 352.0025.

Sincerely,

George Tavoulareas, PE
President
Queens Chapter New York State Society of Professional Engineers
www.nspequeens.org
w/attachments
CC:

Tom Fariello, RA 1st Deputy DOB Commissioner
Alan Price, PE NYC Dept. of Buildings
Maththew Margolin, Mayor’s Office of Operations
Chief Pickett, FDNY
Chief Jensen, FDNY

Page 3 of 3

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT I THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW
YORK
OFFICE OF THE PROFESSIONS
89 WASHINGTON AVENUE
ALBANY, NY 12234- 1000
State Board for Architecture
Tel. 518-474-3817 Ext. 110
Fax 518-486-2981

State Board for Engineering and Land Surveying
Tel. 518-474-3817 Ext. 140
Fax 518-473-6282

E-mail: archbd@mail.nysed.gov
Web: www.op.nysed.gov

E-mail: enqinbd@mail.nysed.gov

August 20. 2009
Mr. Constadino "Gus" Sirakis
Acting Director of Engineering Technical Affairs
New York City Department of Buildings
280 Broadway, i h Floor
New York, New York 10007
RE: Speciallnspections
Dear Mr. Sirakis:
We write as a follO\\-'-up to our May 2009 conference call where we discussed the Department of
Buildings' adoption of new Section 101 -06 to Subchapter A of Chapter 100 of Title 1 of the Official
Compilation of the Rules of the City of New York, regarding special inspections and the
qualification of these special inspectors.
The New York State Education Department - Office of Professions (Department) and the State
Boards for Engineering & Land Surveying and Architecture have reviewed Section 101 -06 and also
Chapter 17 - Structural Tests and Special Inspections from the 2008 New York City Building Code
provided by you subsequent to our conference call in May.
After a careful review of the above documents and lengthy discussion, the State Board of
Engineering and Land Surveying at their June 2009 Board meeting, voted unanimously to
recommend to the Department that the Special Inspections as defined in Chapter 17 and Section 10106 of the Rules on the City of -ew York fall within the scope of practice for engineers as defined in
Education Law, Articles 145. Likewise, the State Board for Architecture at their July 2009 Board
meeting, also voted unanimously to recommend to the Department that the Spe.cial Inspections as
defined in Chapter 17 and Section 101 -06 of the Rules on the City of New York fall within the
scope of practice for architects as defined in Education Law, Articles 147. With unanimous support
from the Boards. and consultation with oUT attorneys and senior management within the Department,
we believe that all special inspections as currently defined should be performed by the appropriate
licensed (and currently registered) design professional.
\\'e applaud the efforts of the NYC Department of Buildings to put in place consistent standards for
the qualificalion of Special Inspectors that \\ill enhance public safety and the integrity of the

construction process. Specific qualifications ",ill help to ensure that the Special Inspectors have the
appropriate knowledge, expertise, and experience, to perform this very critical step in the design and
construction process and support the requirement that they sign and seal the Technical Report Statement of Responsibility document.
We appreciate the opportunity to discuss this very important scope of practice issue related to the
design professions and look forward to future discussions on issues where we may work together to
further enhance the protection of the pUblic.
If you haye any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Robert Lopez at the contact
information provided above.
Sincerely,

- ~ / Ly;) .
' Iv.. I

.c...

Jane Blair. PE
Executive Secretary

C: Frank Munoz - Associate Commissioner

(
~ I!'

"-\'~
\"/? F"t :C
.=--- - \
\

Robert Lopez. RA
Executive Secretary

Society of Fire Protection Engineers International
New York Metro Chapter

May 11, 2011
Mr. Alan Price, P.E.
Director of OTCR
NYC Department of Buildings
280 Broadway, 7th floor
New York, NY 10007
RE:

Special Inspection Qualifications.

Dear Mr. Price:
Society of Fire Protection Engineers - Metropolitan New York Chapter is a not-for-profit organization
representing more then 100 Fire Protection Engineers and other fire protection Professionals conducting
business in New York City. We are affiliated with the Society of Fire Protection Engineers International the largest and most respected organization of fire protection engineers in the world.

Back in 2008 we have reviewed the “Special Inspections - April 2008 Update” and “Special Inspection
Qualification Guide – DRAFT” dated 4/21/2008, both located on the DOB web site.
These two drafts attempted to establish criteria for people and companies that under the new code will be
allowed to perform controlled inspections (construction inspections) of new systems and installations in
lieu of the Department of Buildings and/or Fire Department inspectors.
Upon careful review of these documents, we submitted our comments on June 20, 2008. Copy of our
2008 comments is enclosed.

The next set of rules for Special Inspections was published for comments in the City Record on June 7,
2010 and a public hearing held on June 8, 2010. Please note that most of our 2008 comments were never
implemented. Society of Fire Protection Engineers - New York Metropolitan Chapter responded with a
letter to you dated July 7, 2010 (copy enclosed).

Recently we received the third version of the Proposed Rule Amendment for our review, and prior to the
public hearing scheduled for May 11, 2011. Again, this document never implemented our 2008 and 2010
comments.
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This new two document attempts to establish criteria for people and companies that under the new 2008
Building, Mechanical, Plumbing and Fire Codes will be allowed to perform Special Inspections
(construction inspections) of new systems and installations in lieu of the Department of Buildings and/or
Fire Department inspectors.
Upon careful review of these documents, we have the following comments:
1.

We believe that the Agency structure must comply with all relevant NY State laws. Since under
the NY State Education laws Special Inspections proposed by the Department of Buildings clearly
fall under definition of practice of engineering and/or architecture, such practice shall be
performed only by authorized entities: individual self-employed P.E.s / R.A.s, Professional
Services Corporations (P.C.) or a small amount of “grandfathered” Inc. Corporations.
This
position is consistent with the June 25, 2010 letter from the New York State Society of
Professional Engineers to you (copy attached).

2.

Since Special Inspections are clearly considered a practice of Engineering and/or Architecture,
Special Inspectors shall be limited to qualified registered design professionals (NY State licensed
P.E.s and R.A.s).

3.

We believe that all Special Inspection Agencies shall carry Professional liability/errors and
omissions insurance policy. We do not believe that proposed exclusions of Agencies performing
inspections of fuel-oil storage and piping, fire alarms, sprinkler systems, standpipe systems,
emergency power systems serves the best interest of the residents of New York City. This
exclusion could also expose the NYC Department of Buildings to a substantial liability due to
accepting special inspection reports for such important and life-saving systems from uninsured
entities.

4.

We believe that a requirement for a NYC address under Art. 101-06(b)(10) is considered a
restriction of trade, by not allowing qualified companies licensed in New York State but located
outside of the 5 Boroughs of new York City to perform services in New York City.

5.

Inspection of sprinkler and standpipe systems is clearly a practice of Fire Protection Engineering.
As you know, a PE license in New York State is issued without a specific field of engineering the
licensee is allowed to practice in. Years ago, applicants taking Part II of the PE exam were even
allowed to choose engineering problems from any field of engineering. Professional Engineer’s
stamp in New York does not indicate the field he/she is allowed to practice in. In addition, the field
of Fire Protection was recognized by the NY State Education Department only a few years ago.
Based on the above, it does not make practical sense to indicate the “PE - Mechanical
Engineering” in the qualification chart.

6.

Furthermore, we believe that NYC Licensed Class A Master Fire Suppression Piping Contractors
shall not be allowed to inspect other contractor’ installations. Please note that at one point of
time, this license was “grandfathered” to existing licensed plumbers, without verifying their
knowledge of sprinkler and standpipe systems. Also, inspection of a fire sprinkler or standpipe
system includes not only the piping, tanks and sprinkler head locations, but also fire pumps (with
their electrical power and controls), installed by a Licensed Electrician. Based on the above, we
believe that only Licensed Professional Engineers shall be authorized as Primary Inspectors. This
is consistent with the New York State Education Department position letter to Gus Sirakis of
OTCR dated August 20, 2009 (copy attached).

7.

Fire Alarm Test (when FDNY inspection not required): We believe that only Professional
Engineers as Primary Inspectors and NICET Level III Technicians as Supplemental Inspectors
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shall be allowed to conduct inspections of fire alarm systems (see justification for sprinkler and
standpipe systems above).
Please note that the 2008 NYC Fire Code allows only Licensed Design Professionals (and not the
Electricians) to conduct “Professional Certifications” of extensions of existing approved fire alarm
systems. Therefore, this proposed Qualification is in contrary to the NYC Fire Code.
Furthermore, Electrical Contractors shall not be allowed to perform construction inspections of
their own installations, or installations done by their competitors. This is especially critical in
case of fire alarm systems, where the electrical contractor only installs the wiring for fire alarm
systems. Please note that there are numerous contractors involved in fire alarm installation:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

wiring and back boxes are installed by the electrical contractor,
fire alarm panels are provided and programmed by the fire alarm vendor,
central station transmitters are provided and programmed by the central station company,
tie-ins for elevator recall and elevator communication are done by the elevator contractor,
tie-ins to the HVAC units and dampers for shut-down are done by the HVAC contractor,
tie-ins to the HVAC units and dampers for smoke exhaust are done by the HVAC
contractor,
tie-ins to the Building Management System (BMS) are done by the BMS contractor,
tie-ins to the sprinkler system (waterflow and tamper switches) are done by the sprinkler
contractor.

In addition, Licensed Electricians are not trained in the field of fire alarm systems; even the
examination for a Master Electrician in NYC does not include any questions related to the fire
alarm systems.
Also, please note that due to a substantial amount of false self-certifications of fire alarm letters of
defect (mostly by electrical contractors, as we were told), on December 31, 2010 NYC Fire
Department Bureau of Fire Prevention eliminated the entire self-certification process. Please note
that the Professional Certification of fire alarm system extensions by Licensed Design
Professionals remains in effect and is considered quite successful.
8.

Emergency Power Systems: we believe that only Professional Engineers as Primary Inspectors
shall be allowed to conduct inspections of Emergency Power (see justification for sprinkler and
standpipe systems above).
Furthermore, Electrical Contractors shall not be allowed to perform construction inspections of
their own installations, or installations done by other contractors. This is especially critical in
case of emergency power systems, where the electrical contractor only installs the wiring for
generators. Please note that there are numerous contractors involved in Emergency Power
installation:
*
*
*
*

9.

Emergency Generator is typically delivered and installed by the General Contractor or
Mechanical Contractor
Fuel Oil Contractor provides the fuel tank, day tank, fuel transfer pump etc.
Electrical wiring is then completed by the Electrical Contractor
Monitoring of the Emergency Power System by a Central Station is then completed by the
Fire Alarm Contractor.

Art. 5 Insurance requires a $500,000 Professional liability/errors and omissions insurance for all
inspection agencies, EXCEPT those agencies that will conduct inspections of Life Safety
Systems (fire alarm systems, sprinkler systems, standpipe systems and emergency power
systems).
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We believe that allowing uninsured entities to inspect Life Safety Systems not only puts the
general public in danger, but will also expose the NYC Department of Buildings, as an agency
accepting the Special Inspection reports, to an unnecessary liability in case of a failure of such
Life Safety System and a potential loss of life and property damage.

There are hundreds of Licensed Professional Engineers in New York metropolitan area,
specializing in design and inspections of Fire Protection and other Life Safety Systems. Many of
them are also Professional Members of the Society of Fire Protection Engineers, which qualifies
them as Fire Protection Engineers.
There are also over 20,000 individuals certified by NICET in fire protection technology; many of
them in the NYC metropolitan area. NICET is a non-profit division of the National Society of
Professional Engineers. For more information, please refer to www.nicet.org
Therefore, we believe that there is no shortage of qualified Professional Engineers and NICET
Certified engineering staff under their supervision to perform Special Inspections of fire protection
systems and there is no need to allow uninsured and in many cases unqualified contractors to
perform such inspections.
We hope that the above comments will be helpful to you and will ensure that only qualified individuals and
entities will be performed Special Inspections in New York City.

Respectfully yours,

Zygmunt Staszewski P.E., FSFPE
President
Society of Fire Protection Engineers
New York Metropolitan Chapter

cc:

Mr. Matthew Margolin - NYC Mayor’s Office of Operations
253 Broadway, 10th floor, New York, NY 10007
Mr. Steven Goulden, Acting Corporate Counsel
NYC Law Department, Division of Legal Counsel
100 Church Street, New York NY 10007
New York State Education Department, Division of Licensing
National Society of Professional Engineers - Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn, Bronx and Staten
Island Chapters

C:\WPZIGGY\SFPE-METRO\DOB Alan Price re Special Inspection Qualifications SFPE for 5-11-2011 hearing.wpd
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RE: Draft Rule – Special Inspectors and Agencies
Mr. Colgate:
The Architects Council appreciates this opportunity to comment on this draft of a future
Rule afforded by the Department of Buildings, and is happy lend use of our construction
knowledge and experience to aid in the implementation of the construction codes and
protection of the public.
The Architects Council has reviewed your draft rule on Special Inspectors and Agencies,
and has the following comments:
Page 3: "New "Small Projects" Category
The permitted 10,000 sf alterations should be clarified to say "any" use, ie:
residential, commercial, or industrial.
Page 10: Section [(5)] (6) Small Building Exception
Any professional should be permitted to do soil investigation involving soil
test pits.
The current verbiage under this section also does not correlate to the verbiage in
the "Appendix A" where "soil investigation: was excluded, thus, could be done by
non-special inspector, or agency.
Sincerely,

Kim Lee Vauss
Chairperson
Building Code, Rules & Regulations Committee, ACNY

Membership in NYSSPE/NSPE can save you valuable time and money. Some of the personal benefits that accompany
membership include…..

•

NEW: online job board (http://www.nspe.org/Employment/JobBoard/index.html) allows employers to post –

•

Licensure, Ethics, and Legal Hotline for Members: Members with questions about engineering licensure,

and job-seekers to search – top engineering employment opportunities throughout the country
ethics, or law can call 888-384-4295

•
•
•

Free 4 PDH on-line Continuing Ed Courses annually
Information on local continuing education opportunities
20-40% Member's discounts on all Continuing Ed courses and seminars
(http://www.nysspe.org/calendar.php)

•
•

Discount on all EJCDC Contract Documents (http://www.nspe.org/ejcdc/index.html)
Free NSPE Engineering Income & Salary Survey for members who participate
(http://www.nspe.org/Employment/SalaryInformation/index.html)

•

E-newsletters, such as NSPE Update, Daily Designs, and the U.S. Engineering Press Review offer the latest
news on shifting trends and new technologies

•

Licensure programs offer members a range of tools to help achieve and maintain their professional licenses
(http://www.nspe.org/Education/ExamReviewandPrep/index.html)

•

Advocacy & outreach through government relations efforts, advocating the interests of the engineering
profession

•

Online library of engineering projects reviews with guidance of engineer's proper conduct, protocol, archive
of disciplinary case studies, Board of Ethical Review and much more
(http://www.nspe.org/Ethics/EthicsResources/index.html)

BUSINESS SERVICES & BENEFITS:

•

UPS Discounts – Special savings for NYSSPE members. Call 1-800-325-7000 or visit
www.savewithups.com/enroll

•
•

Bank of America Credit Card http://www.nspe.org/MemberBenefits/Financialproducts.html
10% Homeowners Insurance Discount by Liberty Mutual. Call (888) 443-7548 or
visit http://www.libertymutual.com/nysspe

•

5% Car Insurance Discount by Liberty Mutual. Call (888) 443-7548 or
visit http://www.libertymutual.com/nysspe

•
•

Geico Auto Insurance. Call 1-800-947-AUTO or visithttp://www.nspe.org/MemberBenefits/Insurance.html
25% Discount on all CEDengineering.com offerings [use Promotional Code NYSSPECED]

Professional Services Directory
The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.

Miles Fisher, P.E.
Fire and Building Code Services, Inc.
10 East Merrick Road, Suite 308
Valley Stream, New York 11580
Tel: 516-256-7780, Ext. 201
Fax: 516-256-7783
Cell: 516-779-7295
E-mail: miles@firecodeservices.com
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Your Card Here

Your
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Here
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Sponsors
The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.
Material Engineering and Services
Please Patronize Our Sponsors

Attention Sponsors/ Advertisers: If you would like your card updated please contact the
editor. Cards can be dropped off at the next meeting, mailed, faxed, scanned and
emailed or text can be substituted in lieu of a card.

Page 28 of 28

