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President’s Message 
By George Tavoulareas, P.E.

    President    gltpe@msn.com

At our last meeting Prof.  Kee Park from Queensborough CC was 
awarded a plaque and a check for $1,000 from Rudi Sherbanski, 

PE  NYSSPE  President  of 
Engineers  in  Construction  for 
their  Fuel  Cell  Go-Cart  Project. 
Back  in  March  Queensborough 
won 1st  Prize in the Mechanical 
Engineering  Technology 
Project Category  at  the  NSPE 
Westchester  Engineering  Expo. 
Professor  Kee  will  start  a  NSPE 
chapter  at  Queensborough  CC. 
At this month’s meeting Rudi will 
give a plaque and stipend for 2nd 

prize  to  Prof.   Marandi of  NYC  Technology  for  their  electric 
monitoring device that controls the number of people in a building 
as  well  as  a  temperature  monitoring  unit.  This  system  could 
prevent over occupation of people by setting a maximum amount of 
people to be in the building at any given time.

Our June Conference at  Lake Placid 
was well attended.  Due to personal 
reasons I was unable to attend.  Past 
President  Brian Flynn,  PE attended 
and Brian will give us a summary at 
Thursday’s  meeting.  Tim Lynch, PE 
of  the  NYC  Dept.  of  Buildings 
received an award for  NYSSPE 2013 
Government  Engineer  of  the  Year 
award,  which  recognizes  a 
professional  engineer  who  is 
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Richard Berkenfeld, PE; Professor Kee Park; 
Giancarlos Llanos; George Tavoulareas, PE and 
Rudi Sherbansky, PE

Tim Lynch, PE; Executive Director 
NYCDOB receives NYSSPE 2013 
Government Engineer of the Year Award
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Immediate Past Presidents

Chris Petallides, 
P.E.

2008/2010
2004/2005
1998/2000
(718) 961-4342

Brian Flynn
P.E.

2006/2008
(718) 707-0416

John Zurita, 
P.E.

2002/2003
(718) 756-0320

Sal Galletta, 
P.E.

2000/2002
(212) 788-8199

Joel Miele, Jr., 
P.E.

1996/1998
(718) 894-2222

Chris Sideris, 
P.E.

1994/1996
(718) 224-9091

Robert Lo Pinto, 
P.E.

1990/1992
(718) 746-7122

Directors 2008-2010

Gregory Georges, PE (718) 274-4800
Mike Karantinidis, 
P.E,

(718) 482-0800

John Kepertis, P.E. (718) 343-6989
Saeed Ainechi, P.E. (718) 544-7878
Issam Aburafeh, P.E. (718) 276-9200

Directors 2008-2009
James Manoussoff, 
P.E.
Bernard Haber,P.E. (718) 224 2146

Eliot Shapiro, P.E. (516) 791-2300 
Xenophon Caviris, 
P.E.

(516) 752-1687

Peter Boudouvas, 
P.E.

(212) 594-4340

Robert Weiner, P.E.

employed in the public sector.  Tim has given numerous seminars 
over the years to the Chapter and was one of the engineers who 
inspected the  dangling  crane ON 57TH Street  in  Manhattan after 
super storm Sandy.  You can read more about Tim by going to:

http://nysspe.wordpress.com/2013/06/17/the-new-york-state-
society-of-professional-engineers-awards-timothy-lynch-pe-
government-engineer-of-the-year/

The number 7 subway extension project won the 2013 construction 
project  of  the  year.   The     No.  7     Subway  Line  Extension   will  provide 
transit access to the West Side of Manhattan, including the Jacob 
Javits  Convention  Center,  by  extending  the No.  7 Line  westward 
from its current terminus at Times Square to a new station being 
constructed  at  34th Street  and  Eleventh  Avenue.   It  will  help  to 
stimulate  economic  growth  and  continuing  development  of  the 
area. The Hudson Yards Development Corporation is overseeing the 
program.  This is a significant award for the No. 7 Line Extension 
Project.”  said Dr.  Michael  Horodniceanu, PE,  President of  MTA 
Capital Construction and a member of our Chapter.  “It recognizes 
the aptitude of our contractors and construction management team 
in the face of complex challenges.” You can read more about the 
project by going to: http://nysspe.wordpress.com/2013/05/23/the-
new-york-state-society-of-professional-engineers-to-award-the-
2013-construction-project-of-the-year-to-mtas-7-subway-line-
extension-project/

The Good Samaritan Act A 4380-A (Englebright), S 3942 (Hannon) 
will  help  shield  license  design  professional  from  lawsuits  for 
volunteering and assisting the public in a declared emergency  or 
catastrophe.  The American Institute of Architects (AIA) has taken 
the lead and has sponsored legislation in both the assembly and 
senate.  The legislation is on the table and we hope we can get it 
passed as the legislative session comes to an end.  You can read 
more  about  the  legislation  by  going  to 
http://open.nysenate.gov/legislation/bill/S3942-2013.  We need you to 
write the governor, your NY State assemblyman and NYS senator 
and tell them to pass the bill. 

Mayor  Mike Bloomberg has compiled a report on how NYC can 
become A More Stronger Resilient New York.  You can read the 445 
page report by going to 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/sirr/html/report/report.shtml

Paul Vallone is running in the 19th City Council district and will be 
at our meeting to discuss his candidacy.  We urge all members to 
come  to  our  meeting  to  meet  the  candidate.   We  need  to  be 
politically involved.  I urge you to attend our general membership 
meeting on June 27, 2013. 
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Next General Membership Meeting

The next general membership meeting will be held on Thursday June 27,2013 at 6:00pm. 
at 422 Weaver Ave in Ft. Totten, NY.  1PDH
6:00pm-6:45pm dinner
6:45pm-7:00 general membership meeting including award ceremony
7:00pm-7:55pm  roundtable discussion with Peter Vallone 
8:00pm- 8:55pm 

Admission is free

Speaker: Jacinda Collins, PE
Mid-Atlantic Regional Engineer
American Institute of Steel Construction
1020 16th Street, NW - Suite 320
Washington, DC 20036

Topic: Harnessing the Power of AISC Design Guides
Structural Engineers are called upon to tackle tough analytical problems every day and 
AISC has many resources available  to make that job a little  bit  easier.  This  one hour 
presentation willfamiliarize you with the great technical resources available in the AISC 
Design Guide Series. We will review the Design Guide Series paying particular attention to 
the Design Guides that cover floor vibrations (DG#11), serviceability (DG#3), retrofit and 
rehabilitation of existing structures (DG#15), and design of industrial buildings (DG#7). 
The session will  also include a general review of all  AISC Design Guides, including the 
newest ones on column base plates, steel plate shear walls, welding, and fire.

1PDH certificate will be given at the lecture.

New Edition of the Energy Conservation Construction Code of 
NYS - July 2013 

 Sometime in July 2013 (the official date has not yet been determined), the next edition of 
the Energy Conservation Construction Code of NYS will become effective. It will be based 
on the 2012 IECC, and ASHRAE 90.1-2010 will be a reference standard and alternative 
compliance method. It will be applicable to commercial buildings, which includes residential 
buildings beyond the definition of Residential Building in the Energy Code (e.g. - 4 stories 
or greater, dormitories, hotels/motels, etc.). The New York State Energy Code will be 
divided in two parts: an energy code for residential buildings (New York State Residential 
Energy Code) and an energy code for commercial buildings (New York State Commercial 
Energy Code).    

There is a draft rule that is open to public comment right now. The draft rule summary is 
as follows... The NYS Residential Energy Code will consist of: Chapters 1-4 & 6 of the 2010 
ECCCNYS, as amended by Chapter 1 of the publication entitled the "2013 Supplement to 
the NYS Energy Conservation Construction Code" ("2013 Supplement"); and the reference 
standards in 19 NYCCR section 1240.3(b). The NYS Commercial Energy Code will include 
Chapters C2, C3, and C4 of the 2012 IECC; Chapter 1 of the 2010 ECCCNYS, as amended 
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by the "2013 Supplement"; ASHRAE 90.1-2010, as amended by Chapter 3 of the "2013 
Supplement"; and the reference standards in 19 NYCCR section 1240.3(c). NOTE: The 
draft rule has not yet been proposed or adopted, and the Energy Code has not yet been 
amended in the manner described above. The following are the links to the draft rule text 
and the draft 2013 Supplement:

 www.dos.ny.gov/DCEA/pdf/EnergyRulText_SUPP04152013_draft.pdf and 
www.dos.ny.gov/DCEA/pdf/RuleText03052013_Part1240draft.pdf.  

 The proposed edition is still subject to a public comment period, on which everyone is able 
to and is encouraged to comment. The announcement of the public comment period will 
hopefully be out soon. After such comments, approval, and adoption, the new edition will 
then be provided with an effective date.     

If you have suggestions on how the draft rule could be improved or suggested alternatives 
that DOS could consider, or any other comments on the draft rule, please contact Mark 
Blanke, PE, Assistant Director for Code Development, at (518)-474-4073 or at 
Mark.Blanke@dos.ny.gov.    The NYS Department of State Code Enforcement & 
Administration has advised that because of the many corrections needed to be made to the 
IECC and the tight timeframe to the effective date, any projects that are slated to be 
permitted around July 2013 and soon after, architects and engineers might want to 
consider utilizing the ASHRAE-90.1-2010 standard as an alternative to compliance.

  New editions of the remaining NYS Code documents: While there is no official adoption or 
effective date given yet for the remainder of the next editions of the NYS Codes, it is 
anticipated that those will most likely become effective by May 2014. More information will 
follow on the update of the other code documents. These editions will be based on the 
2009 and 2012 I-Codes, with NYS enhancements.

NYC RULES UPDATE
Proposed Rules Governing the City of New York can be viewed at:

http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycrules/html/proposed/proposed.shtml

Proposed NYC rules can be read at the above address.  Please email me your comments 
regarding any of the rules.

Several years ago the NYC DOB allowed tradespeople to perform special inspections for fire 
alarm, emergency power systems, drywell, and sprinkler/standpipe.    NYSSPE has filed a 
complaint with the State Education Department for illegal practice.

Website of the Month

http://www.mta.info/capital/future/extension.php 
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 Professional Services Directory
The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility for 
these advertisers products or services.

Miles Fisher, P.E.

Fire and Building Code Services, Inc.
10 East Merrick Road, Suite 308
Valley Stream, New York 11580

Tel: 516-256-7780, Ext. 201
Fax: 516-256-7783
Cell: 516-779-7295

E-mail: miles@firecodeservices.com
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these advertisers products or services.

Page 10 of 11



The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility for 
these advertisers products or services.

Page 11 of 11


