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President’s Message 
By Chris Petallides, P.E.

 President

Just  this  week my wife  Nicky was diagnosed with esophageal 
cancer. She is now undergoing a series of tests to determine the 
extent of the disease and to decide on the best treatment course 
to follow. To be by her side during these trying times, I have 
decided to shut down my professional practice and to give up 
other side activities,  including the Queens Chapter presidency. 
Based on the Chapter  bylaws,  the 1st Vice  President,  George 
Tavoulareas, PE, is prepared to take over. I know George is up 
to the task and I trust that all of you will give him the love and 
support you have shown to me over the years in order to do a 
great job. Myself, I hope to be back with you as soon as I can; in 
the meantime, Nicky and I would appreciate your moral support 
and prayers.

With brotherly love,

Chris
By George Tavoulareas, P.E.

 1st Vice President

On behalf of the Chapter, I wish Nicky Petallides a speedy and 
healthy recovery. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
President Chris Petallides for his hard work and devotion to both 
the Chapter and to the profession. Chris has spent a lot of time 
promoting  the  engineering  profession  over  the  years  and  our 
prayers are with him and his family.

I would like to remind everyone that due to the snowstorm that 
did not occur several weeks ago, the MathCounts competition is 
rescheduled to February 27, 2010 at MS 74, Nathaniel Hawthorne 
School, located at 61-15 Oceania Street in Bayside, NY. We are in 
need of  volunteers  and if  you  would  like  to  volunteer  for  this 
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event,  please  contact  Bob  LoPinto  at  516.816.3800.  The  final 
competition phase between the students will be held at 11:15am 
and I urge you to attend. Everyone is invited to attend the final 
competition phase which is similar to a spelling bee except there 
are math questions. NYC Comptroller John Liu is expected to give 
out the trophies to the winning teams. 

The  Professional  Design  Center  of  New  York  (PDC)  and  Scott 
Pavan of the NYC DOB held a lecture on the new Development 
Challenge  process  last  month.  The  Chapter  and  many  other 
groups and politicians were against this new process because it 
will delay construction and allow individuals to delay construction 
with frivolous petitions to the Buildings Dept. According to Scott, 
since its inception, there have been several challenges. The PDC 
lecture was well  attended and I have attached some materials 
regarding this process. 

New York City Local Law 564 created the New York City Energy 
code.  The  City  Energy  code  modifies  portions  of  the  NYC 
Plumbing,  Building,  Mechanical  and  Fuel  Oil  codes  and  is 
considered more stringent than the NY State Energy Code.   A 
chapter lecture with Ms. Taylor, AIA, Chief Sustainability Officer 
for the NYC DOB is scheduled for 

March  18,  2010.  Ms  Taylor  will  discuss  the  new energy  code, 
required DOB filings  associated with  the  new code,  audits  and 
compliance. This is a lecture you don’t want to miss.  

The  NYC  Fire  Dept.  has  also  issued  Technology  Management 
Bulletin #10/2009 which requires all fire alarm plan submissions 
to be made at the Metro-Tech Center in Brooklyn. Submission of 
plans  at  the  Borough  offices  will  no  longer  be  made.  See  the 
attached Bulletin for further details.

I look forward to seeing you at our Chapter meeting. 

Upcoming Meeting
Our Next Chapter Meeting

Date: Thursday February 25th , 2010  – 6:30 PM

Presented by: CAPSYS Corporation

Topic: Modular Construction

Location: 422 Weaver Ave., Fort Totten, New York
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Meeting Minutes
General Meeting, January 28,2010
Respectfully Submitted by Chris Petallides - Chapter President

Happy New Year- President  Petallides  welcomed all  present  and  wished all  members  and their 
families “a happy and healthy new year 2010. 

A moment’s silence was observed by all in memory of recently departed QC director, Tom Campagna, 
PE.

PDH Certificates- PDH certificates were made available at the meeting. Certificates can also be 
picked up at the next general meeting scheduled for February 25, 2010.

2010 QC Sponsors- Vice Presidents George Tavoulareas and John Sgouros have been working hard 
in  lining  up  meeting  sponsors  who would  present  lectures  carrying  continuing  education  credits 
(PDH’s). Due to the economy, however, it has become increasingly more difficult to find sponsors 
who are willing to contribute money toward the cost of the dinner (traditionally offered free to the 
Chapter members). After discussion, a motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to “have 
a meeting charge of $20 for NSPE members and $30 for non-members” starting immediately. 

2010 Agenda Books-  2010 Agenda Books  were  distributed  to  the  members  during  the  meeting. 
Members who have not received their agenda books can receive them at the next general meeting.     

DOB Industry Meetings – The Queens Borough Industry Meeting 2010 dates have been set by the 
DOB, for the 3rd Thursday of each month, as follows:

Jan. 21st, Feb. 18th, Mar. 18th, Apr. 15th, May 20th, Jun. 17th, Jul. 15th, Aug. 19th, Sept. 16th, Oct. 21st, 
Nov. 18th and Dec. 16th. All members of the Chapter are welcome.

DOB Law Suit – An appeal is currently being prepared by NYSSPE, to be filed ASAP, inasmuch as 
the precedence set by the NYC action to eliminate the licensure requirement from the job of DOB 
commissioner is now being copied by other jurisdictions in the State to the detriment of public safety.

DOB  Illegal  Practice  &  Plan  (Rubber)  Stamping  –  Unfortunately  the  illegal  practice  of 
engineering and/or architecture by unlicensed individuals (expediters) and their rubber stampers is 
now running rampant in all 5 NYC boroughs while the DOB is doing nothing to curb this disturbing 
trend.  It  was  decided  by the  Chapter  to  start  reporting  violators  directly  to  the  State  Education 
Department (SED) for action. 

Professional Design Center (PDC) Update- A PDC directors’ meeting was held 1/26/10, attended 
for the first time by current Queens AIA president, Ms. Laura Heim. Chairman Bob LoPinto, PE, 
reviewed the history and current position of the PDC mostly for Ms. Heim’s benefit. It was agreed to 
keep the PDC alive and functioning but no agreement was reached with the AIA president as to 
current PDC priorities. Future meetings between the two member Chapters, the NYSSPE & AIA to 
follow.

Mathcounts Competition- This year’s competition was originally scheduled to be held on Saturday, 
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February 6,  2010.   Because  of  a  snow emergency,  however,  chairman Bob Lo Pinto  decided  to 
postpone the event. A new date will be announced.
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                    PROFESSIONAL DESIGN CENTER OF NEW YORK, INC
422 Weaver Ave

Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11356
                                         Queens Chapter         NYS Society of Professional Engineers

        

    Lecture 

Date:Wednesday March 18, 2010 
Time:7:00PM to 9:00PM

At
422 Weaver Ave. Fort Totten, Bayside, Queens

      
2 Continuing Education Credits

Admission fee is $40 for AIA & NYSSPE members; $50 for non-members. 
Please RSVP to : George Tavoulareas,  272 Clinton Road Garden City, NY 11530 
by 3/12/2010   

PRESENTED BY:

Ms. Deborah F. Taylor, AIA, Leed AP , 
Chief Sustainability Officer, NYC Dept. of Buildings

      THE PROGRAM: 
The NYC Energy Conservation Code 

New York City Local Law 564 created the City Energy code. The City Energy 
code modifies portions of the NYC Plumbing, Building, Mechanical and Fuel Oil 
codes and is considered more stringent than the NY State Code. Ms. Taylor will 
discuss the new energy code, DOB filings associated with the new code, audits and 
compliance.
Question and answer period to follow. 

Buffet dinner 6:15 pm-7:00pm included Contact George Tavoulareas, PE at 
347-387-1649 for further information

Dedicated to the advancement of Engineering 

2010   NSPE  Lecture Series 1-10



I3atlal~on f h1cf7'hortuo J .  Pigott - Cl~ief oTl'echnoiog~ Managefnent 
Officc of 'rcchncrlogy %,lanagernet~t 

Bureau of Fire I'revcntiol~ 

TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT BULLETIN # 1012009 

Fire Alarm Plan strbrnission at FDNY 

All tire .Maim Pbn Examination will be conducted at FDNY I-IEADQliARTERS at 9 Metrotech 
Center, Brooklyn. 'l'hc application filing procedure for FIRE ALARM PLAN SUBMISSION is  
outlined below: 

* Doculnents shafl be tiled at W13. obtain Pi%'-l job nutnkr for the plaas. Submit plans 
(owe set itt 24x36 size and tile 2nd setfor~nnzted ftr f l-rl7 size) with ttlc DOH job 
numher and applicable docume~its to FDNY through Window $8 OII the I-jrst floor. 9 
MerroTech Center (use Flatbush 4i.e entrance). Brooklyn. 

A $2 10.00 review tke ~xttjst be paid at the t i i w  of submission. 

The appiicaticx~ rnust incliide the tolloiving: 
Completed Fire Department TM-1 Application Form. 
-I'\vo sets of plarrs as mentioned abine. 
-Copy of W B  PW-i application. 
-UOB schedule .4 (PW-1.4) or copy of building certificate of occupm~cy. 
-Core/base building fire alartli system "1,etter of Appro\al" for all additions and 
nlodifications applications. 

Applications ma) be s~~bjnitted between the hours t ) f  9:OO AM to 12 Ncmn anti I :OO PM 
to 3:00 Ph4 at window ff8. 

Status of !.our plan submission will be updated in the UOU Building lnformatiun Sysieni 
(RIS) aRer the examiner review. 

Appr~ved!disappro\~& plans and documents \t i l l  be returned to tl~c applicant aftcr the  
examiner revie\\, (lase plan pick up window on the I st floor). 

A4ppt-o\~4!disa~7pr~ved plans atid docttments may he picked up fioti~ Moncla! through 
Thursday 9130 A M  to 1200 N w n .  Oni!: applicanis or espeditors uith FDNY registration 
certificates may pickup the plans atid documents. 

* i\pprc?\.ed plans (formatted in 1 1 x 17 size) will bc scanned into the I-DNY systenl before 
returning to the applicant. 



Battalion Chief Thornas J. Pigott - Chief of Technology h,lanage,rent 
Oflice ofl-echnulogy Mariagerrrent 

I3ureau of f:rre Prevention 

o iL1r:sito'rI:c:Ii CENTI'R - HROOE;I,YS. NY I 1201 

TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT BULLETIN # 1012009 
(Continued) 

Fire Alarrn Plan submission at FDNY 

- A prior appc3intment ib  necessary to  see a plan examiner. l\ppointments are akailahle on 
Tuesdays. Wednesdays or Thursda)~. 1 r3O PM to 330  PM (I/?hr. appointanent 
maxirnurn). 
Note: Applicant will be notitied mhether it is required to see a Plan Examiner. 
You ma! contact 7 18-999-2405 to 111ake an appointment. 

Resubrraissioras shall be [nailed in  or submitted through the plari pick tap window or 
windo\\ #8. 

4 No fee is required for resi~bmissio~is rnade within 6 montlls of origirlal application. 

As-built plans rnust be subl1,itted to FJJNY after ir~staliation of the slstem. As-built plans 
and Letter of Approval will be scanr~ed into the systcm and electronically submitted to 
DOf3 for sign off-. 

THE YUi1JEC:TEI) SCHEDlILE FOR I'ZIE COhlklENCLNC OF THE ABOVE 

FlKE ALAItM PLAN SUBMISSION AND IIEVIEW YKOCE1)URKS IS : 

l)ECI.:MSEI\ 1,2009 

Signed. 

/ 

Thomas Jer~set~ 
Chief of Fire P~~vention 















Professional Services Directory
The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility 
for these advertisers products or services.

Miles Fisher, P.E.
Fire and Building Code Services, Inc.
10 East Merrick Road, Suite 308
Valley Stream, New York 11580

Tel: 516-256-7780, Ext. 201
Fax: 516-256-7783
Cell: 516-779-7295

E-mail: miles@firecodeservices.com
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility 
for these advertisers products or services.
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility 
for these advertisers products or services.
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Sponsors

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility 
for these advertisers products or services.

Material Engineering and Services
Please Patronize Our Sponsors

Attention Sponsors/ Advertisers: If you would like your card updated please contact the 
editor.  Cards can be dropped off at the next meeting, mailed, faxed, scanned and 
emailed or text can be substituted in lieu of a card.
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QUEENS COUNTY CHAPTER
OF

THE NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

(Member: National Society of Professional Engineers - NSPE)

47-15  Marathon Pkwy, Little Neck Hills, NY 11362-1255

Tel. No. (718) 961 4342   Fax: (718) 321 3929 e-mail: PetallidesPE@aol.com website: www.nspequeens.org

OFFICERS:

CHRIS PETALLIDES, PE GEORGE TAVOULAREAS, PE JOHN SGOUROS, PE JOSE VELASQUEZ, PE
President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President Secretary/Treasurer

November 20, 2008
 
Dear Colleague,

The Queens Chapter – NYSSPE is soliciting contributions from Engineers and Architects in the NY 
area to help fund a lawsuit by the NY State Society of Professional Engineers (NYSSPE) against the 
City  of  New York.  As  you  probably  already  know,  the  NY City  Council  recently  passed  a  law 
changing  the  City  Charter,  at  the  insistence  of  Mayor  Bloomberg,  which  removed  the  licensure 
requirement from the Commissioner of the Department of Buildings. The new law now states that the 
Buildings  Commissioner  need  not  be  licensed.  Presently,  an  unlicensed  lay  person  is  Buildings 
Commissioner.

The  Queens  Chapter  is  leading  the  fight  in  the  NY  Metropolitan  area  AGAINST  the  Mayor’s 
irresponsible actions which endanger the public’s health, safety and welfare while undermining and 
diminishing both the Engineering and Architectural professions.

The Queens Chapter leadership is asking all Engineers and Architects to contribute to a legal fund 
which  will  support  the  NYSSPE legal  suit  against  the  City  of  New York.  Please  make whatever 
contribution is within your means.

It’s about time we stand up for our Profession and the people of New York!

Suggested contributions:

$1,000 ____  $ 750 ____  $ 500 ____   $ 250 ____   $ 100 ____   Other ____

Please make checks payable to: “Queens Chapter – NYSSPE” Memo: “Legal Fund”

Mail to: Jose A.Velasquez, P.E. - Treasurer 
Queens Chapter – NYSSPE
130-08  122 Street  (2nd Fl.)

South Ozone Park, NY 11420
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